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Legal basis of Cross compliance

Article 4 of Reg. EC n.73/2009- Main requirements

1. A farmer receivingdirect paymentsshall respectthe statutory managementrequirements
listed in AnnexII and the good agricultural and environmentalcondition referred to in
Article6.

Theobligationsreferredto in the first subparagraphshallapplyonly in sofar asthe agricultural
activity of the farmer or the agricultural areaof the holding is concerned. ( Forestisexcluded)
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Legal basis of Cross compliance

Article 5 of Reg. EC n.73/2009-Statutory management requirements

1. The statutory management requirements listed in Annex II shall be established by 
Community legislation in the following areas:

A - public, animal and plant health ς( from SMR1 to SMR8 )
requirements referred to in Point A of Annex II shall apply from 1 January 2012

B - Environment ς( from SMR9 to SMR15 )
requirements referred to in Point B of Annex II shall apply from 1 January 2014

C - animal welfare ς( from SMR16 to SMR18 )
requirements referred to in Point C of Annex II shall apply from 1 January2016

2. The acts referred to in Annex II shall apply as in force and, in the case of Directives, as 
implemented by the Member States.
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Legal basis of Cross compliance

Article 6 of Reg. EC n.73/2009- Good Agricultural and Environmental Conditions

1. Member States shall ensure that all agricultural land, especially land which is no 
longer used for production purposes, is maintained in good agricultural and 
environmental condition.

Member States shall define, at national or regional level, minimum requirements for good 
agricultural and environmental condition on the basis of the framework established in 
Annex III, taking into account the specific characteristics of the areas concerned, including 
soil and climatic condition, existing farming systems, land use, crop rotation, farming 
practices, and farm structures. 

Member States shall not define minimum requirements which are not foreseen in that framework.
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Annex III of Reg. EC n.73/2009- Good Agricultural and Environmental Conditions

The standards listed in the third column of Annex III shall be optional except where:

(a) a Member State had defined, for such a standard, a minimum requirement 
for the good agricultural and environmental condition before 1 January 2009; and/or

(b) national rules addressing the standard are applied in the Member State.
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Art. 6.2  of Reg. EC n.73/2009- Permanent pasture

ΧΧ. BulgariaandRomaniashallensurethat landwhichwas
underpermanentpastureon 1 January2007
ismaintained underpermanentpasture.

Art. 3 of Reg. ECn.1122/ 2009
Maintenance of land under permanent pasture at Member State level

ΧΧΧΦΦǘƘŜ aŜƳōŜǊ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ǎƘŀƭƭΣ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀǘƛƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ 
pasture in relation to the total agricultural area. (the maximum detriment admitted is 10 % )
That obligation shall apply at national or regional level.

7. ForBulgariaandRomania,the referenceratio shallbeestablishedasfollows:
(a) the land underpermanentpastureshall be the land underpermanentpasturedeclaredby the
farmersin 2007in accordancewith Article14(1) of Regulation(EC)No796/2004.
Landthat was underpermanentpasturein 2005and that hasbeenafforestedin accordancewith
the third subparagraphof Article6(2) of Regulation(EC)No73/2009shallbediscounted;

(b) the total agriculturalareashallbethe total agriculturalareadeclaredbythe farmersin 2007.
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SMR1
Council Directive 79/409/EEC of 2 April 1979 

on the conservation of wild birds

Article 3(1), Article 3(2)(b), 
Article 4(1), (2)

and (4) and Article 5(a), (b) 
and (d)

In Bulgaria from
1 January 2012

The farmer shall comply with management plans on NATURA 2000 
areas. Each intervention needs to be subjected to a public authorization.

If the management plan has not been implemented:  

üStubble burning is forbidden on arable crops, grasslands and pastures.

üOn arable land which is no longer used for production purposes the 
farmer shall ensure a minimum soil cover for all the year and shall at 
least mow or graze the field once a year. 
üin order to respect wildlife, the farmer must not  mow on arable land 
which is no longer used for production purposes  during a period of:

ü120consecutive days outside Natura 2000 Network areas;
ü150 consecutive days inside Natura 2000 Network areas.

The beginning and final terms for these periods are established at 
Regional level; if not so, they range from:

üMarch 15th to July 15th , outside Natura 2000 Network areas;
üMarch 1st to July 31st , inside Natura 2000 Network areas.



SMR2

Council Directive 80/68/EEC of 17 December 1979 
on the protection of groundwater against pollution 
caused by certain dangerous substances.

Articles 4 
and 5

A 2.1 - In order to prevent the spread on the soil of dangerous substances
for groundwater, the farmer shall avoid the leakage of fuels, petroleum, mineral oils, 
lubricating oils, filters and used batteries;

A 2.2 - The farmer shall comply with the authorization procedure which is established 
by local regulatory authorities for the dangerous of hazardous substances.

Fuel tank
according to the law

In Bulgaria from
1 January 2012



SMR3

Council Directive 86/278/EEC of 12 June 1986 on the 
protection of the environment, and in particular of the 
soil, when sewage sludge is used in agriculture 

Article 3

Characteristics of sewage sludge usable in agriculture:
Åopportunely treated;
Åfertilization effect;
Åfree or low level of dangerous, toxic substances for the environment;
ÅRespect of limits on a 3 year basis.

Farmers cannot apply sewage sludge on:

Åland in certain weather conditions (snow, ice, flooded land);
Åcertain kind of land (steep slope > 15%, acidic soils ςpH < 5);
Åpermanent pasture, 5 week before mowing or grazing;
Åhorticulture lands and orchards, 10 moths before harvest
Åarable land with ongoing crop.

In Bulgaria from
1 January 2012



SMR3

Council Directive 86/278/EEC of 12 June 1986 on the 
protection of the environment, and in particular of the 
soil, when sewage sludge is used in agriculture 

Article 3

When sewage sludge is used in agriculture the farmer shall comply with:

VIdentity form for the sludge ςchemical analysis;
VReleased authorization from public authorities;
VFarm registry and record book of the operations; ( Quantity, Land, Crop and Date )
VNotification to the public authority and providing appropriate documents.

.

In Bulgaria from
1 January 2012



In 2008, Nitrate Vulnerable Zones-ZVN, 
extension was about 4 million hectares, 
mostly in the north of the country.

The NVZ are acquired inside the LPIS and 
this information is communicated to 
farmers.

The requirements to fulfill under the SMR4 
are divided into 4 issues:

A. Communications and authorizations;
B. Manure storage;
C. Correct utilization of the land;
D. Respect of limitations of N on the land
.

SMR4

Council Directive 91/676/EEC of 12 December 1991 
concerning the protection of waters against pollution 
caused by nitrates from agricultural sources 

Articles4 and 5

In Bulgaria from
1 January 2012



SMR4

Council Directive 91/676/EEC of 12 December 1991 
concerning the protection of waters against pollution 
caused by nitrates from agricultural sources 

Articles4 and 5

A. Communications and authorizations

Farmers with livestock (that manage manure) are 
classified following the quantity of N produced 
during the year.

Each class of farms must communicate to the local 
competent administration information about their 
activity.

The documentation depends on the quantity of N 
produced, varying  from simple communication to 
a complete management plan, that must ensure 
the balance between N  produced and N utilized by 
crops.

In Bulgaria from
1 January 2012



SMR4

Council Directive 91/676/EEC of 12 December 1991 
concerning the protection of waters against pollution 
caused by nitrates from agricultural sources 

Articles4 and 5

B. Manure storage

Farmers with livestock must ensure correct manure 
storage.

The storage capacity must be at least the volume of 
the manure produced in a period of 90 days (120 in 
certain conditions).

¢Ƙƛǎ ǘƛƳŜƭƛƴŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŦƻǊ άƳŀǘǳǊŀǘƛƻƴέ 
of the manure.
After this period it can be utilized on the field.

The storage facilities must be divided from liquid and 
solid manure and leakage must be avoided.

In Bulgaria from
1 January 2012



SMR4

Council Directive 91/676/EEC of 12 December 1991 
concerning the protection of waters against pollution 
caused by nitrates from agricultural sources 

Articles4 and 5

C.  Correct utilization of the land. 

ÁBanned in certain periods of the year (winter);

ÁBanned in certain weather conditions (snow, ice, 
flooded land);

ÁBanned on certain kind of land (woods, steep 
slope, etc.); 

ÁStorage on the land only for the time necessary 
to spread the manure;

ÁAvoiding methods of spreading that promotes N 
pollution.

In Bulgaria from
1 January 2012



SMR4

Council Directive 91/676/EEC of 12 December 1991 
concerning the protection of waters against pollution 
caused by nitrates from agricultural sources 

Articles4 and 5

D. Respect of limitation of N on the land

ÁThe total amount of N coming from agricultural 
sources that can be utilized on the land inside the 
NVZ is 170 kg/ha per year (340 kg/ha outside NVZ).

ÁFarmers must ensure that this limit is respected.

ÁTo fulfill this requirement, farmers must have a 
sufficient agricultural land to spread the manure 
correctly.

Lƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŀ άōŀƭŀƴŎŜέ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 
N produced and land available.

In Bulgaria from
1 January 2012



SMR5

Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the 
conservation of natural habitats 

and of wild flora and fauna 
Article 6 and Article 13(1)(a)

In Bulgaria from
1 January 2012

The farmer shall comply with management plans on NATURA 2000 
areas. Each intervention  needs to be subjected to a public authorization.

If the management plan has not been implemented:  

üStubble burning is forbidden on arable crops, grasslands and pastures.

üOn arable land which is no longer used for production purposes the 
farmer shall ensure a minimum soil cover for the entire year and shall at 
least mow or graze the field once a year. 
üin order to respect wildlife, the farmer must not  mow on arable land 
which is no longer used for production purposes  during a period of:

ü120consecutive days outside Natura 2000 Network areas;
ü150 consecutive days inside Natura 2000 Network areas.

The beginning and final terms for these periods are established at 
Regional level; if not so, they range from:

üMarch 15th to July 15th , outside Natura 2000 Network areas;
üMarch 1st to July 31st , inside Natura 2000 Network areas.



ü The stable must be registered with Local Health Service (ASL) and 
National Livestock Database (BDN).

üFarm registry for pigs: number of pigs, births, purchases, transfers. 

üCommunications to National Livestock Database within 7 days.

üObligation to mark each pig with the farm code.

SMR6
Council Directive 2008/71/EC of 15 July 2008 on 

identification and registration of pigs 
Articles 3, 4 and 5

In Bulgaria from
1 January 2014



SMR7

Regulation (EC) No 1760/2000 of the European Parliament and 
of the Council of 17 July 2000 establishing a system for the 

identification and registration of bovine animals and regarding 
the labelling of beef and beef products 

Articles 4 and 7

In Bulgaria from
1 January 2014, but 

already implemented ü The stable must be registered with Local Health 
Service (ASL) and National Livestock Database (BDN) in 
order to obtain a farm code.

üEach bovine must be marked with an ear tag within 20 
days from the date of birth.

üCommunications have to be made to National 
Livestock Database within 7 days. 

üUpdating stable registry for bovines (numbers, births, 
dead, purchases, transfers)

Further information see annex DS/2009/31 - Working 
document on missing ear tags in the context of cross 
compliance.



SMR8

Council Regulation (EC) No 21/2004 of 17 December 2003
establishing a system for 

the identification and registration of ovine and caprine animals
Articles 3, 4 and 5

In Bulgaria from
1 January 2014

ü The stable must be registered with Local Health 
Service (ASL) and National Livestock Database (BDN) in 
order to obtain a farm code.

üObligation to mark animals with a farm code and  a 
progressive number. While for the animals less than 12 
months designated for  slaughtering, the farmer can use 
only the farm code.

üStable registry for sheep and goats( births, dead, 
purchases, transfers, the total number has to be 
updated at least once a year)

üCommunications have to be made to National 
Livestock Database within 7 days. 



SMR9
Council Directive 91/414/EEC of 15 July 1991 concerning 
the placing of plant protection products on the market 

Article 3

In Bulgaria from
1 January 2014

Farmers who use pesticides shall:

üRegister  pesticides  used on a farm registry                        
( product name, dosage, date, preharvestinterval,          
kind of crop and disease);

üown a licence for professional use of pesticide
( traning course of 5 days with fnal exam);

ücomply with label rules for plant protection products;

üuse safety devices when provided by law;

üarrange a safestorageor a storageroom.



SMR10

Council Directive 96/22/EC of 29 April 1996 concerning the
prohibition on the use in stockfarmingof certain substances
having a hormonal or thyrostatic action and of beta-agonists

Article 3(a), (b), (d) , (e) 
and 

Articles 4, 5 and 7

In Bulgaria from
1 January 2014

Farmersthat rear animalsmustnot:

üadminister thyrostatic substances, stilbenes, stilbene derivatives,
their salts and esters, beta-agonistsand others substanceshaving a
anaboliceffect.

üPlaceon the market animals and their derivates when have been
usedthe abovementionatedsubstances.

Anyway, for therapeutic purposes the farmers can administer to
animals these substances. Animalsmust be identified and registered
by the veterinarianresponsible.



SMR11

Regulation (EC) No 178/2002 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 28 January 2002 laying down the general principles and 
requirements of food law, establishing the European Food Safety 
Authority and laying down procedures in matters of food safety 

Articles 14 and 15, Article 
17(1) (1) and

Articles 18, 19 and 20

(1) Asimplementedin particularby:

τRegulation(EEC)No 2377/ 90: Articles2, 4 and5,
τRegulation(EC)No 852/ 2004: food hygiene- Article4(1) andAnnexI

part A (II 4 (g,h, j), 5 (f, h), 6; III8 (a,b, d, e),9 (a,c)),

τRegulation(EC)No 853/ 2004: hygieneof food of animalorigin
Article3(1) andAnnexIIISectionIXChapter1
(I-1 b, c,d, e; I-2 a (i, ii, iii), b (i, ii), c; I-3; I-4; I-5;
II-A1, 2, 3, 4; II-B1(a,d), 2, 4 (a,b)),AnnexIIISectionXChapter1(1),

τRegulation(EC)No 183/ 2005: feedhygiene- Article5(1) andAnnexI,

part A (I-4 e, g; II-2 a,b, e),Article5(5) andAnnexIII (1, 2), Article5(6),
and

τRegulation(EC)No 396/ 2005: MRL-Article18.

In Bulgaria from
1 January 2014

For further information see annex DS/2006/16 Working document on the hygiene provisions 
relevant for cross compliance



SMR11

Regulation (EC) No 178/2002 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 28 January 2002 laying down the general principles and 
requirements of food law, establishing the European Food Safety 
Authority and laying down procedures in matters of food safety 

Articles 14 and 15, Article 
17(1) (1) and

Articles 18, 19 and 20

For instance:
General Hygiene provisions
Food business operators rearing, harvesting animalsor producing primary products of animal origin are to take adequate 
measures, as appropriate:
(I)to store and handle waste and hazardous substances so as to prevent contamination;

(II) to prevent the introduction and spread of contagious diseases transmissible to humans through food, including by taking 
precautionary measures when introducing new animals and reporting suspected outbreaks of such diseases to the competent 
authority;
(III) to use feed additives and veterinary medicinal products correctly, as required by the
relevant legislation.

Food business operators producing or harvesting plant products are to take adequate measures,
as appropriate:
(I) to store and handle wastes and hazardous substances so as to prevent contamination;
(II) to use plant protection products and biocides correctly, as required by the relevant legislation.

Food business operators are to take appropriate remedial action when informed of problems
identified during official controls.

In Bulgaria from
1 January 2014

DS/2006/16 Working document on the hygiene provisions relevant 
for cross compliance



SMR11

Regulation (EC) No 178/2002 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 28 January 2002 laying down the general principles and 
requirements of food law, establishing the European Food Safety 
Authority and laying down procedures in matters of food safety 

Articles 14 and 15, Article 
17(1) (1) and

Articles 18, 19 and 20

Traceability - Record-keeping

Food business operators rearing animals or producing primary products of animal origin are, in
particular, to keep records on:
(a) the nature and origin of feed fed to the animals;
(b) veterinary medicinal products or other treatments administered to the animals, dates of
administration and withdrawal periods;
(d) the results of any analyses carried out on samples taken from animals or other samples
taken for diagnostic purposes, that have importance for human health;
(e) any relevant reports on checks carried out on animals or products of animal origin.

Food business operators producing or harvesting plant products are, in particular, to keep
records on:
(a) any use of plant protection products and biocides;
(c) the results of any relevant analyses carried out on samples taken from plants or other
samples that have importance to human health.

In Bulgaria from
1 January 2014

DS/2006/16 GUIDANCE DOCUMENT OF THE COMMISSION SERVICES 
on the hygiene provisions relevant for cross compliance



SMR12

Regulation (EC) No 999/2001 of the European Parliament and 
of the Council of 22 May 2001 laying down rules for the 

prevention, control and eradication of certain transmissible 
spongiform encephalopathies

Articles 7, 11, 12, 13 
and 15

Thecheckon SMR12 hasbeendelegatedto specializedveterinarianservices.

Principalrules:

VThe use of protein derived from mammals in the feeding of ruminants is
forbidden.

VAnyanimalsuspectedof beinginfected by TSEis immediately notified
to the competentauthorities;

VIf BSEis suspectedin a bovine animalat a holding in a Member State,
all other bovine animalsfrom that holding shallbe placedunder
anofficial movement restriction until the resultsof the examinationareavailable.

VWhenthe presenceof a TSEhasbeenofficially confirmed,
all the partsof the body of the animalshallbe completelydestroyed.

In Bulgaria from
1 January 2014



SMR13
Council Directive 85/511/EEC of 18 November 1985 

introducing Community measures for the control of foot-and-
mouth disease 

Article 3

Thecheckon SMR13 hasbeendelegatedto specializedveterinarianservice.

VIn caseof foot-and mouth-disease,the farmer has to notify immediately the
competentauthority.

In Bulgaria from
1 January 2014

SMR14

Council Directive 92/119/EEC of 17 December 1992 
introducing general Community measures for the control of 
certain animal diseases and specific measures relating to 

swine vesicular disease

Article 3

Thecheckon SMR14 hasbeendelegatedto specializedveterinarianservice.

VIn caseof Rinderpest, Pestedes petits ruminants, Swine vesiculardisease,Epizootichemorrhagic
diseaseof deer, Sheepand goat pox (Capripox), Vesicularstomatitis disease,Lumpyskin diseaseand
Rift valley fever , the farmer hasto notify to the competentauthority.

In Bulgaria from
1 January 2014



SMR17 Council Directive 91/630/EEC of 19 November 1991 laying
down minimum standards for the protection ofpigs 

Articles 3 and 4

Thecheckon SMR17 hasbeendelegatedto specializedveterinarianservice.

VThefarmer that rear pigshasto complywith detailed animalwelfare rules.

In Bulgaria from
1 January 2016

SMR18 Council Directive 98/58/EC of 20 July 1998 concerning the
protection of animalskept for farming purposes 

Article 4

Thecheckon SMR168hasbeendelegatedto specializedveterinarian service.

VThefarmer that rear anyanimalshasto complywith detailed animalwelfare rules.

In Bulgaria from
1 January 2016



GAEC
Standard1.1

GoodAgriculture and Environmental Conditions
Minimum soil cover

Compulsory
standard

a) On arable land which is no longer used for production purposes 
and shows marks of erosion ( run-off rivulet, small channels), 
the farmer shall ensure a minimum soil cover all year long.

b) On all the land where there are marks of erosion (run-off rivulet, small channels), the farmer shall ensure a 
minimum soil cover for at least 90 days between 15 September and 15 May of the following year.     

In case the Regional Authority does not set the period of 90 days, the farmer shall ensure a minimum soil cover 
from 15 November up to 15 February of the following year.



GAEC
Standard1.2

Minimum land management
reflecting site-specific conditions

Compulsory
standard

Annual realization of furrows for the collection of runoff water from sloping cultivated land, so that rainwater 
may cause as little damage as possible to soil surface. 

These furrows are intended to be deeper than the normal ploughing depth. Alternatively, wherever soil 
characteristics may hamper the execution of the abovementioned furrows, because of instability problems for 
machinery operators, farmers should prevent soil erosion by leaving untilled ground streaks transversal to the 
maximum slope direction.                 

The land drainage system must be efficiently maintained.                                                               
Relevant soil-levelling operations must undergo an authorization. 



GAEC
Standard1.2

Retain terraces
Optional
standard

The farmer must not eliminate terraces



GAEC
Standard2.1

Arable stubble management
Compulsory
standard

Stubble burning is forbidden in arable crops, grassland and pastures.
In arable land, a derogation is recognized in Regions having their own Acts 
regulating the periods and ways admitted for stubble burning, according to the 
local usage. 

Indeed, the burning of stubble or other remains of annual crops is an old 
agronomical practice in some areas of southern Italy, where the combination of soil 
hardness and poverty in mineral nutrients justifies this operation, if appropriately 
done.



GAEC
Standard2.2

Standards for crop rotation
Optional
standard

In order to maintain soil organic matter levels, it is convenient to favor crop rotation on farm lands. 
¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŎŜǊŜŀƭ όƛΦŜΦ άmonocultivationέύ ƻƴ ŀ particolar land 
parcel shall not last more than five years. The definition of cereal includes the following crops: 
wheat, durum wheat, barley, rye, oats, triticale, spelt, millet, Canary Grass, maize, sorghum.

In their implementing acts, Regions and Autonomous Provinces may require stricter terms for crop 
turnover, ranging from 2 to maximum 4 years. Derogations are admitted only when a farmer may 
demonstrate, by means of official soil analysis results, that no significant variation of soil organic 

matter levels occurred during the monocultivationperiod.


