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The common agricultural policy after 2013

	The debate on the future shape of the common agricultural policy is gaining momentum as we move towards the end of 2013 and new overall EU budget allocations are fixed for the various policies for 2014 and beyond. 

What will the CAP look like?

Even if it is still relatively early days, these pages already provide you with documents, speeches, reports and analyses that relate to the question of what our farm policy should be like after 2013. They will be updated regularly with the latest documents available and finally grow into a fully-fledged "CAP after 2013" website. 


A review is currently taking place of all aspects of the EU budget and the funding of the various policies post 2013. It is anticipated that the Commission will issue a paper on this in 2010. A political debate will follow with possible agreement on the principles and policy priorities. These will then become the basis for the preliminary drafting of the financial perspective for 2014-2020.

The current overall funding package for the CAP was fixed from 2007-2013. It was noted at the time that the policy should be reviewed before the next period. Some action has already been taken in the "Health Check" of the CAP which took place in 2008 to prepare the way for post 2013.

The debate on the CAP post 2013 will mainly focus on the need to have a strong EU policy for agriculture and rural development which will:

· address concerns about food security while the world's population is rapidly increasing;

· ensure good land management of our EU territory, 80% of which is covered by farming and forestry;

· help us tackle the problem of climate change: farming will have to cut its emissions as well as adapt to the effects of climate change;

· support balanced development in our rural areas where more than half the EU's population live. 

It will be important that
· the CAP leaves room for farmers to be as market-oriented as possible;

· the CAP gives farmers some kind of safety net so that occasional crises do not inflict serious long-term damage on our production base;

· the CAP helps farming to modernise, to provide public goods (such as maintaining attractive cultivated landscapes, contributing to the cultural heritage of regions or enhancing the environment) and to meet various new challenges such as climate change.

Agriculture and Rural Development Commissioner Dacian Cioloş has announced the need for an extensive public debate on the CAP and his intensions to intensively consulting stakeholders and civil society about the CAP post-2013 before deciding on how to proceed. This debate will be officially launched in April 2010.

Later in 2010, the Commission will publish a major policy paper (a so-called 'Communication') on the future shape of the CAP. This would be followed by legal proposals which will be presented mid-2011.

